
 

Thank you Partners, 

Donors, and Friends 

of STARBASE for 

your Ongoing                  

Commitment… 
 

Perhaps you’ve seen the article 
in the December 12th  Virginian 
Pilot .  If not, I urge you to look 
it up on the web (or contact us 
at STARBASE).  It was titled 
“Drone, learning lift off”, and it 
was all about our new drone    
programming module in the 
sixth grade AEROBASE               
curriculum. 
 

We haven’t given up on building 
and launching rockets…that  project has been a cornerstone of the STARBASE experience since we began the program 
in 2002.  The students still enjoy constructing their own model rocket, and the simultaneous launch of three or four 
rockets at the same time is still a “life memory” for our graduates. 
 

However, three years ago Norfolk Naval Shipyard provided us with a grant to introduce coding into our summer camp 
offerings.  The Naval Sea Systems Command (through the shipyard) has provided a follow-on grant every summer 
since that first donation.  This past summer, 115 students attended Coding Camps.  
 

The kids love it, and grade level does not seem to matter.  Since coding is not currently an SOL in Virginia, it is not    
routinely taught in school.  Hence, our “first come, first served” approach has attracted summer students from rising 
fifth through rising seventh grades, and they all catch on quickly. 
 

The excitement generated during the last three summers encouraged us to expand our sixth grade AEROBASE             
program to include coding (programming) a drone (a toy helicopter).  There isn’t enough space in this letter for me to 
describe what our students do…but if you’re interested, give us a chance to show you what the sixth graders* in                     
Portsmouth are doing today.  You’ll be amazed! 
 
           Bill Hayden 
           Executive Director 

 
*Actually, you’ll be amazed at what all 4th, 5th and 6th graders are doing at STARBASE!  Come see! 

 

Collaborating with Portsmouth Public Schools since 2002 

                           Launching futures one child at a time. 



 

 

 

STARBASE Partner  Highlight:  USAA 

                      13th Annual Golf Outing! 
                        Thursday, April 19, 2018   

 

Save the Date!  STARBASE  Victory’s  

USAA was founded in San Antonio, Texas, in 1922 when 25 Army                
officers came together and decided to insure each other's automobiles. As    
a business, USAA exists to serve the military community and facilitate the 
financial security of its members.  The company's corporate responsibility 
program pursues a common purpose:  They prioritize USAA's                             
philanthropic investments to support military family resiliency nationwide 
and improve the quality of living in the communities where they work              
and live. 
 

Our military community is such an integral asset for Hampton Roads. 
STARBASE is proud to have such a fine company supporting our                        
programs in addition to supporting our military families in Portsmouth. 
The USAA mission of giving back to our community comes in many forms. 
For example, they provide employees with two days of paid time each 
year to volunteer in their communities. As a company, USAA is a                          
passionate advocate for military members and their families. Additionally, 
USAA's Military Affairs (retired officers and senior noncommissioned  offi-
cers) dedicate themselves as advocates for those who are currently serv-
ing in our military, and all of those who have honorably served in the past, 
as well as their families. 
 

USAA also prides itself on its Environmental Commitment, ranking in the 
top 40 largest users of renewable power among FORTUNE 500 companies, according to a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
survey. Nearly one-fourth of USAA's electricity usage comes from renewable energy sources, including wind power, and USAA 
has reduced energy consumption at their major campuses by almost 15% since 2008. 
 
STARBASE Victory is an excellent match for USAA! The company contributes to educational endeavors, investing in programs 
that help students learn to make informed financial decisions early in life and generate interest and proficiency in science, tech-
nology, engineering and math (STEM). 

 
Visit our website to see all of our STARBASE Victory Partners: www.starbasevictory.org. 
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STARBASE participated in the USAA United Way Day 
onsite in Chesapeake this year, an event  designed to 
help employees understand the mission and needs of 
local nonprofits. It was a 1950s theme complete with 
an old fashioned ice cream shop and fun games for 
the employees. We were even able to video confer-
ence with employees who work remotely. 

Elizabeth Manor                             

Golf & Country Club                                                
Home of the Eastern Amateur                           

Golf Tournament                                              

11:00 a.m. Registration Opens                                           

12:00 p.m. Rocket Launch                       

Format: Four-Man, Florida Best Ball 

(over 65 use senior tees) 

Prizes Awarded Immediately                       

Following Play                                                                                              
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The Partner Appreciation Recognition 
Breakfast held on Thursday,            
December 7th brought together the 
people who have invested in PPS 4th, 
5th, and 6th grade students in a               
valuable way: giving them STEM skills 
which will propel their success 
throughout school and potentially 
trigger a better future than they (and 
their parents) might imagine!             
Whether that will be in technology 
such as new coding skills, or                  
inventions that support the better-
ment of our world, or designing and                  
engineering structures, systems, and 
products...we know that our students 
develop a love for STEM education! 
 

Thank you to all our wonderful               
partners who participated in our            
Annual Partner Appreciation                  
Breakfast and thank you for your            
continuing support! We could not 
exist without the financial support of 
these attendees (and the others who 
were not able to make the breakfast)! 
 

Also present were members of the 
STARBASE Board of Directors,              
including two former Directors: Ursula 
Murphey, Director of Operations,  
Louis Esther Corporation and Tim 
Switzer, Director, Digital Shipbuilding, 
Newport News Shipbuilding.   
 

We all enjoyed a delicious breakfast prepared by Nicole Newsome and the PPS Culinary Services students. Thank you also to our 
STARBASE staff, especially when the drone arrived with an IOU from Portsmouth General Hospital Foundation, and the wonderful 
STARBASE Board of Directors who help make this event such as success! 
 

The Best Way to Describe STARBASE Outcomes? Meet Emily Williams! 
 

A special aspect of this Breakfast was the inclusion of Emily Williams, a graduate 
student in the Mathematics and Statistics Department at Old Dominion University. 
Emily is also a STARBASE alumnus, and she told the audience how her 6th grade 
experience attending STARBASE had such an impact on her education and career 
choices.  
 

“The different fields I was exposed to through STARBASE made a positive                   
impression on me, said Emily. “We talked about types of futures we could have 
with STEM skills. I think this is really important for children today.” 
 

She recalled the wide range of hands on experiences and unique learning                    
opportunities she had at STARBASE. Besides working on her degree, she is a leader 
at ODU in SIAM (Society of Industrial and Applied Mathematics) Club and the 
Mathematics and Statistics Club. When the groups decided they wanted to partici-
pate in mentoring or volunteering to work in STEM education within the community, Emily thought of STARBASE. Emily also has a 
younger sibling in 5thgrade who participated in the STARBASE ENVIROBASE program.   
 

We are looking forward to developing volunteer opportunities with Emily and these ODU Clubs. Emily stressed that she sees this 
as an opportunity to inspire our students and the graduate students in her clubs. 

Pictured Left to Right Back Row: 
Don Comer, Director, Portsmouth Partnership; Tracey Vinson, State Farm; Roger Brown, 
Roger Brown Restaurant; Stephen Best, Chief Executive Officer, SEVACF; Alan Gollihue, Chief 
Executive Officer, Portsmouth General Hospital Foundation; Joe Ruddy , VP for Innovation, 
Port of Virginia; Troy Culpepper, DACS; Tom Cosgrove, Director, EEO Diversity & Corp      
Citizenship, Newport News Shipyard; Frank Brown, Engineer, Portsmouth City                          
Engineering Department; Tim Sweitzer, Director, Digital Shipbuilding, Newport News     
Shipbuilding; Christina VanLear, Portsmouth City Stormwater Compliance Division; Hillary 
Smith, Towne Bank & STARBASE Board Member;  Bonita Billingsley Harris, Media &       
Community Relations Manager, Dominion Energy; Troy Brinkley, External Affairs Manager, 
Dominion Energy. Left to Right Front Row: Claude Parent, PPS School Board; Angelia Allen, 
Portsmouth Public Schools Board, PPS School Board; Dr. Elie Bracy, PPS, Superintendent; 
Maureen Mizelle, Chair, STARBASE Board; John Rowe, Mayor, City of Portsmouth; Bill                 
Hayden, Executive Director, STARBASE Victory and Dr. Wayne Williams, Principal, Victory 
Elementary School.  Attending but not pictured: Cathy Vick, Port of Virginia and Valarie        
Fulwood, Norfolk Naval Shipyard.  

 

STARBASE Holds Partner Appreciation Recognition Breakfast 



Bring Your Team for a Tour 

We need your support.                                                                                  
A rocket for every sixth grade child, a video for each fifth grader 
documenting their explorations of the environment, compasses, 
GPS for fourth graders...computer simulation  programs, tablets, 
and t-shirts for all students are very costly and not something the 
school system is able to supply.  STARBASE Victory raises funds 
from the local community so students can experience the thrill of 
hands-on discovery.  
 

You can… 
 

 Become a Business Partner 

 Donate funds as an individual 

 Conduct a fundraiser 

 Serve as a Board Member or on an Ad Hoc Committee 

 Volunteer at events 
 

And...Please “like” our page:                                                                                    
https://www.facebook.com/StarbaseVictory 

Visit Our Website Soon! 
www.starbasevictory.org 

 

For any of these opportunities, call our Business Development Di-
rector, Susan Long-Molnar, at 757-513-8633 or email her:  

developmentdirector@starbasevictory.org 

 

The program is funded through a unique partnership between Portsmouth Public schools,                                                         
community organizations and STARBASE Victory, Inc., a 501(C)3 nonproft. 

For questions  about STARBASE Victory: 
Richard Neefe (757) 582-7097    RICHARD.NEEFE@pps.k12.va.us                                                                                                      

For Donations: P.O. Box 906, Portsmouth, VA 23705-0906                                                                    
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Help Us Keep the Smiles on 

Our Kids! 
 

When you shop AmazonSmile,the   

AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 

0.5% of the purchase price of eligible 

products to STARBASE Victory. 

  
The website is operated by Amazon with the same products, prices 

and shopping features as Amazon.com. 

It is very simple if you haven’t already signed up for                          

AmazonSmile. We have instructions on our website for you at              

http://www.starbasevictory.org/donate.php. 

 

Please Pass it On…  

Do you want to see what it’s all about? Come see STARBASE                      
Victory for yourself and see the students in action.  

We are a United Way of South Hampton 

Roads Agency # 77497 and a participant I  

n the Combined Federal Campaign.  

http://www.starbasevictory.org/donate.php

