
 

            Thoughts from the Executive Director 

     I want to start this article with the same thought that I used to finish my 

letter in the last newsletter...because it bears more discussion: 

An outcome of last Spring’s series of SOL tests was that across all                   

Hampton Roads school districts, the only subject to show a net growth 

was Science in Portsmouth!   

     Think about that for a minute.  The only subject...not math, not English/

reading, not English/writing, not History/social studies...the only subject to 

show a net improvement across an entire school district was Science...and 

that improvement occurred in Portsmouth!  An obvious question to ask             

ourselves is:  Why?  Why science??  And why only in Portsmouth???  What 

is Portsmouth doing differently than other school districts?   

     Well, you’re reading the STARBASE newsletter, so you already have the 

answer (or you think you do)...it must be the STARBASE Victory program, 

right?  After all, Portsmouth is the only school district with a  

STARBASE.  While I would certainly like for our team at STARBASE to be able to take the credit for this extraordinary 

achievement, the reality is that we only get the students for four days a year (and maybe some days in the summer). Is 

that really enough time to make a difference in their test scores?   

      I have to be honest...no, it isn’t.  We don’t “teach to the test”, and we don’t have time to teach all the answers            

even if we knew the questions.  But we definitely do make a difference in student attitudes toward                                            

science.  We inspire the children to seek and enjoy the “wonderful world” of science.  We take the mystery out of               

discovery and put the excitement back into the (sometimes not so simple) process of learning.  It’s all about introducing 

interesting subjects that impact the lives of our students.  We give them projects (problems?) that require them to think 

through the many options (the hypotheses) that lead to experiments that provide results and, hopefully, a successful 

conclusion.  Sounds a lot like life, doesn’t it?   

      So, while STARBASE may not be the only reason for success in Portsmouth, we definitely introduce the thought 

process that leads to success.  It’s called “critical thinking” and “experiential learning”.  We are the instiga-

tors of this new way of teaching and learning.  Which is probably why the science SOL scores showed net growth last 

year.                                                                                        Bill Hayden, Executive Director 

Collaborating with Portsmouth Public Schools since 2002 

                           Launching futures, one child at a time. 

 Happy Holidays to You and Yours! 



 

 

STARBASE New Board Members 

“Having the opportunity to be on the Board of Starbase allows me to experience the importance 
they place on children’s education. I feel each child deserves the best education possible to be able 
to follow through with their dreams and desires in life.” 
 

                  Visit our website soon to learn more about our STARBASE Board and Partners:     

www.starbasevictory.org 
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AEROBASE Atlantis Program Evolves With 
Today’s Drone Technology 
 

Sixth grade students complete AEROBASE Atlantis, a four-day program 
which focuses on force, motion, and energy. The curriculum emphasizes 
problem based, hands-on learning using an elementary physics and     
aviation-based curriculum. Students experience simple Newtonian      
physics, code drones for simulated flight missions, compete in                            
programming challenges of Sphero Rovers, and design/build a                      
LEGO Mars colony. The theme is Mission Mars! And, yes, the students  
still build and launch their own rocket! 
 
Key Components of the Program: 
Developing an understanding of basic physics. 
Logbooks to capture notes and lessons. 
Discussing goals and the importance of goal setting. 
Working in teams to solve problems 
Rockets! Drones! Sphero Rovers!! 
Red AEROBASE t-shirts!  

“I learned how to program a drone flight and 
how to build a rocket.” 

Inspired by his grandparents and dedicated to a life of service for family, community, and the            
technology industry, Dr. Garcia is Founder and CEO of SimIS Inc., Health Care Simulations LLC and 
Nimbus Health Systems LLC. He has become an innovation leader in the modeling and simulation, 
test and evaluation, autonomous systems, and cyber security industries. His pioneering work in            
medical training simulations, enterprise architecture and autonomous systems has led to numerous 
awards in the region and the country.  
 

He serves area youth through his robust STEM internship and mentoring programs. His philosophy of 
making a difference permeates his many service activities; numerous board memberships, STEM  
program development and, volunteering service to local, state and international organizations.                          
Dr. Garcia is a known leader in the community and his service is his compass. Dr. Garcia has degrees 
from Old Dominion University (Ph. D), St. Leo College (BA, BS & AA) and the Florida Institute of                   
Technology (MS and MBA). He served five honorable years in the U.S. Navy as an enlisted petty 
officer.  Dr. Garcia is the proud father of a wonderful set of 13-year-old twin daughters – Hope and 

Faith – and is married to his lovely wife of 29 years, Lorena. 
 
 

“ I want to make Portsmouth a better place and I care about the STARBASE cause, I want to bring my knowledge, treasure, energy, 
and expertise to the table.  I want to advance STEM education in elementary school regionally and nationally.  STARBASE gives me 
the opportunity to work with others in different industries and likeminded executives and people in Portsmouth and Hampton 
Roads for the advancement of STEM education.“  

 

Becky Zambas has served in the banking field for over 30 years. For the last eight years, she has made 
her career with TowneBank, currently as Assistant Vice President/Branch Manager at the         
Churchland  Office. She also serves on the HER shelter (Help and Emergency Response, Inc.) Board of                  
Directors which provides leadership, advocacy, and resources to survivors and communities affected 
by such issues as domestic violence and human trafficking.  Becky joined the STARBASE Board               
recently and was elected in October as the STARBASE Board Treasurer for 2018-2019. 
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The Partner Appreciation Recognition Breakfast held on Thursday,  November 15 
was a packed house, bringing together the people who understand the value of 
investing in PPS 4th, 5th, and 6th grade students. Executive Director Bill Hayden 
provided an update for the attendees, including new and long-standing partners. 
The  focus for his presentation this year was specific key messages on the  
impact of STEM education on students and our community. 
 

“ Kids will learn anything that is interesting”, he said. “The education system is the 
foundation of the community.”  
 

“TBall” believes that we have to change the culture and thinking of our kids 
if we want the output we need.  That’s what STARBASE is doing as STEM  
education is logical thinking, the kind of thinking we need for a  
thriving community.  
 

       Sadiyah Cox engaged everyone in the audience, sharing how STARBASE has   
       influenced her life choices.  A graduate of  STARBASE, she is now a senior  
       member of the FIRST Robotics Team and was chosen as a finalist last year for 
       the Dean's Leadership award.  She has participated at two First Robotics World  
       Championships in the last two years,  Detroit and ST. Louis! This was an 
       awesome testimony to how STARBASE launches careers! 

 

Starting early is key to launching futures. Whether that will be technology such 
as new coding skills, or inventions that support the betterment of our world, or 
designing and engineering structures, systems, and products...we know that 
our students develop a love for STEM education! 
 
 

Pictured Left to Right: Bonita Billingsley Harris, Media & Community Relations Manager, Dominion Energy; Don Comer, Board  
Director, Portsmouth Partnership; Angelia N. Allen, Portsmouth Public Schools Board Member; D’andre Barnes, Portsmouth Public 
Schools Board Member; Alan Gollihue, Chief Executive Officer, Portsmouth General Hospital Foundation; Dr. Barry Falllon,      
STARBASE Chair and Director, External Manufacturing, Newport News Shipbuilding; Dr. Johnny Garcia, Founder/CEO, SimiS; Gary 
Artybridge, Manager of SEEKnns, Newport News Shipbuilding; Roger Brown, Roger Brown Restaurant; Bill Hayden, Executive    
Director, STARBASE ; Rob Hogan, VP of Manufacturing and Material Distribution, Newport News Shipbuilding; John Rowe, Mayor, 
City of Portsmouth; George G. Ball III, Regional VP, Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.; Lisa Lucas-Burke, Portsmouth City Council Member; 
Tim Sweitzer, former Board Chair of STARBASE and Director, Digital Shipbuilding, Newport News Shipbuilding. 

 

STARBASE Holds Partner Appreciation Recognition Breakfast 



Bring Your Team for a Tour 

We need your support.                                                                                  
A rocket for every sixth grade child, a video for each fifth grader 
documenting their explorations of the environment, compasses for 
fourth graders...computer simulation  programs, tablets, and            
t-shirts for all students are very costly and not something the 
school system is able to supply.  STARBASE Victory raises funds 
from the local community so students can experience the thrill of 
hands-on discovery.  
 

You can… 
 

• Become a Business Partner 

• Donate funds as an individual 

• Conduct a fundraiser 

• Serve as a Board Member or on a Committee 

• Volunteer at events 
 

And...Please “like” our page:                                                                                    
https://www.facebook.com/StarbaseVictory 

Visit Our Website Soon! 
www.starbasevictory.org 

 

For any of these opportunities, call our Business Development Di-
rector, Susan Long-Molnar, at 757-513-8633 or email her:  

developmentdirector@starbasevictory.org 
 

 

The program is funded through a unique partnership between Portsmouth Public schools,                                                         
community organizations and STARBASE Victory, Inc., a 501(C)3 nonproft. 

For questions  about STARBASE Victory: 
Richard Neefe (757) 582-7097    RICHARD.NEEFE@portsk12.com                                                                      

For Donations: P.O. Box 906, Portsmouth, VA 23705-0906                                                                    
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Help Us Keep the Smiles on 
Our Kids! 

 

When you shop AmazonSmile,the   
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 

0.5% of the purchase price of eligible 
products to STARBASE Victory. 

  
The website is operated by Amazon with the same products, prices 

and shopping features as Amazon.com. 
It is very simple if you haven’t already signed up for                          

AmazonSmile. We have instructions on our website for you at              
http://www.starbasevictory.org/donate.php. 

 
Please Pass it On…  
We thank you for supporting STARBASE Victory and hope you 
will ask your friends and family to support the organization through 
this great program. 
 

Do you want to see what it’s all about? Come see STARBASE                      
Victory for yourself and see the students in action.  

We are a United Way of South Hampton 
Roads Agency # 77497 and a participant  

in the Combined Federal Campaign.  

Hour of Code...a Time to Dance! 
 

STARBASE Victory participated in 
Hour of Code again this year.               
The Hour of Code is a global 
movement reaching tens of               
millions of students in 180+ coun-
tries. The  4th, 5th, and 6th grade 
students attending STARBASE 
during the first week of December 
participated.   

In the SPACEBASE program, 
students used Code a Dance 
Party where they selected 
their dancers and music and 
then coded dance moves. The 
excitement was “over the top” 
for these 4th graders as they 
learned to develop a program 
which responded to timed 
events and created dance ani-
mation with code. These activ-
ities engage students and 
make for opportunities to 
learn new STEM skills.  

 
 

http://www.starbasevictory.org/donate.php
https://hourofcode.com/

